THE WORLD MANDALA MONUMENT

t the heart of Neil Tetkowski’s multi-faceted, artis-
Atic undertaking, the "Common Ground World
Project" is a singularly facinating concept: collect clay
and sand samples from all 188 United Nations mem-
ber states, formulate them into a single "world clay",
and create an 8 foot sculpture celebrating the inter-
connection of all human beings. There is an elegant
simplicity to this idea, made remarkable by the fact
that the project was endorsed at the United Nations.
The world of democracy and the world of art unite in
the World Mandala Monument.

People from all 188 member states participated in the
creation of this sculpture. Initially a great effort was
required to mobilize people in every nation to extract
earth from their country and send it to New York. At
the UN, during the month of April, 2000, a person
from each country placed a piece of fired earth from
their country into the circular spiral of the World
Mandala. Symbolizing the generations of humanity is
102 year old Mary Livornese whose handprint graces

Sandar Itla from Myanmar and the artist, April 14, 2000.

the midpoint of the sculpture. At the very center is the
tiny impression of Kelly Rose Tom’s infant hand.

The word ‘mandala’ comes from Sanscrit and means
sacred circle. It is a term that carries tremendous res-
onance because it symbolizes the underlying unity of
the universe. All countries are physically included in
this portrait of the world to make a lasting statement
about global unity.

The Common Ground World Project is sponsored by
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs and
the installation of the World Mandala Monument
coincides with the preparatory meeting of the World
Summit on Sustainable Development. The Ford
Foundation Good Neighbor Committee generously
supported the final fabrication of the World Mandala
Monument. Common Ground World Project is a spon-
sored project of the New York Foundation for the Arts.

More information is available at: www.tetk ki.com

Living breathing people from every nation participated equally in this project.
And it is the first time earth from every country of the world has been blended
together to symbolically dissolve borders and boundaries.

This collaboration with individuals in every nation of the world
successfully creates an ideal vision of peace for all of humanity.

Neil Tetkowski




